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Stay Connected

Official RECHOG pages:
Visit the RECHOG.ORG website.

Visit the facebook page. Please select ‘Follow’
and ‘Like’ the page so you get last minute

updates.
mﬁedwuuﬂ Empire Chapter #3494

For more information, email
webmaster@rechog.org
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General Meetings: 1°t Thursday of every month at Cattlemen’s Restaurant, 5012 Petaluma Blvd N, Petaluma, CA
Board Meetings: 3 Thursday of every month at Sonoma County Harley-Davidson, 7601 Redwood Dr, Cotati, CA

SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION: TFTW gladly accepts articles, photos and antecdotes for publication! Please send text,
and high-res images in a .jpg or .pdf format. Deadline: 20t of the month. Please email: newslettereditor@rechog.org

Chapter website submissions and info, please email: webmaster@rechog.org
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DIRECTOR BY RANDY MACK

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone,

Our last picnic of the year was held at Paradise Park in Tiburon, clear skies, calm water and a stunning view of the Bay
and the Richmond San Rafael Bridge as the 23 riders arrived. The water was so calm we witnessed people water skiing
in the bay. lan Refugio planned an awesome ride up the coast and there was plenty of help preparing the lunch. A
good time was had by all. Thank you to all who participated and volunteered with this event.

| am very thankful to have worked with the RECHOG board members over the last two years and would like to
acknowledge their time and efforts in supporting our club and dealership. Thank you Kathy Avilla LOH 2016,

Donna Fess LOH 2015 & Activities 2016, Rob Carter Activities 2015, Jeff Baron Safety 2016, Dave Sullivan Safety
2015, Sergio Bravo Webmaster 2015&2016, Steve Reed Photographer 2015&2016, Jack Read Sergeant at Arms
2015&2016, , Doug Barnes Historian 2015&2016, Jim Jones Communications 2015&2016, Cherie Wheeler
Newsletter Editor 2015&2016, Steve Pehargou Head Road Captain 201582016, Lonnie Oleata Membership
2015&2016, Linnea Carter Treasurer 2015&2016, John Mentz Secretary 2015&2016, and Dave McCombs Assistant
Director 2015&2016.

November is election month with all positions being uncontested except for the Sergeant at Arms position. Jack Read
and Mare Skipper are the nominees and will give their speeches at the November general meeting prior to the voting,
best of luck to them both.

Our annual Holiday party is Saturday December 10 at the Flamingo Resort in Santa Rosa. Tickets are available at
the dealership or by contacting Randy Mack (707) 696-6272. Ticket price is $30.00 (an $80 value) which includes a
free gift from the chapter, free door prizes, music, dancing and dinner. There will also be raffle prizes, opportunity
drawings and a whole lot of fun. Come join the party. If you would like to stay the night at the Flamingo please contact
them at (707) 545-8530 or email Shannon@flamingoresort.com




ASSISTANT DIRECTOR BY DAVE McCOMBS

EQUWPRJALACE.COM

Greetings to all faihas now

officially arrived and with it for now comes
some of our warmest weather of the year, so
be prepared on your rides and outings bring
along plenty of water and sun-block.

November also brings us our last major
fundraising event for the year. The Berkley
Half Marathon is on Sunday, November 20
and we could use some volunteers! | currently
have about 10 members signed up and could
use another 20. As with the S.F. Marathon, the
chapter will receive $90 for each of us that
help with this event and all volunteers will

be treated to lunch on that day...That’s right!
The chapter will buy lunch for the marathon
volunteers after the event, so mark your
calendars!

LIVESTOCK EXPOSITION - HORSE SHOW - RODEO

We’ve had nominations for our chapter officers, and at the November General Meeting we will have elections for
the Board Of Directors for the coming year, 2017. And, in December we will celebrate at our annual Holiday Party,
Saturday December 10th at Flamingo Hotel. Come out and celebrate another great year with RECHOG!

It is hard to believe that the year is nearly done, in no time at all we will be doing toy runs and into the Holiday Season
and before you know it 2017 will be upon us, so lets make the best of the days to come and do a bit of riding.

I am hoping that | can get out and go on some of the remaining chapter rides before the wet weather hits us. So with
that said...

LETS GO MAKE SOME NOISE!!!
-Dave McCombs, Assistant Director

LADIES OF HARLEY BY KATHY AVILLA

The trip in September up to Happy Camp, andthen over to the

Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch was worth every mile (946 on my bike). There was an abrupt.beginning for me as |
had it in my mind that the meet-up time was at 9:00am. So when at 7:30am, my phone.rang and it was Randy asking
where | was, | said home, why? That’s when | learned we were supposed to leave at 7:30....0h boy. Thankfully, every-
thing was mostly packed and | scrambled to gather everything else and got on the road. | arrived at Bad Ass at about
8:15 and they weren’t too angry with me.

It was colder than anticipated. The wind chill and over cast skies kept the bikes cool...and us.too. When we 'were
about to Garberville, the sun broke through on occasion. There were just 5 of us, Randy and Conci)imejin.the middle,
and Dan and Helen in the back. We made very good time as a result. We arrived at Happy Camp by around 4:30'
think, which was earlier than expected. We checked into our rooms, wiped down our bikes (from:the heavy fog)and
made plans to have dinner across the way at the pizza place. It was a quaint little town. The only gas stationywas an
unmanned automated deal, and if you didn’t have a credit or debit card, you were out of luck!

While at dinner, we became aware of some commotion outside the restaurant. Officers came in for some beverag-
es and |, of course, had a casual chat with them about other restaurants in the area, etc. We had no idea until after
they left, the waitress exclaimed, “Happy Camp ain’t so happy tonight. Big pot bust.” We finished our pizza and salad
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(hand-made and very tasty by one very tatted-up
80-year old lady that was very energetic), and headed
outside. There, parked beside the only market, were
at least 3, if not 4 huge hauls of marijuana, hanging
over the edges of wooden bins (the kind that would '
haul hay or firewood, maybe). Numerous officers and b‘
other authorities were gathered around the trucks, : =
discussing the situation we guessed. We really wanted
to get a photo of the haul, but thought better of it.

Our hotel was modest, and probably way better than
a jail cell.

After leaving Happy Camp, we headed towards Yreka!
At about 31 miles south of Ashland, we turned south
and eventually connected with Highway 5 (ask Ran-
dy for the route details....it was fantastic). When Mt.
Shasta came into view, we could see, very clearly, the
infamous lenticular cloud formation above its peak. At
our fuel/break stop, | asked if we could stop along 5
at some point for a photo of it...when we did stop, the
wind was so strong, we could actually see the forma-
tion rotating about the summit.

We said farewell to Dan and Helen at the stop...they wanted to head on to Redding. Randy and Conci with me in tow,
continued on eastward until we reached our destination at The Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch. There we met up with
Bill and Heidi. The place was beautiful. The ranch house we stayed in was solid wood, no TVs or phones in the rooms.

There was a cook house where we had dinner, breakfast, and lunches, all home-made and delicious, coffee and fruit
available all day long and events to keep us entertained each night. The horseback ride was the rea highlight. With
600 acres at their disposal, trails could lead to anywhere. The horses knew where to go, though, especially when we
got close to the ranch after 2 hours on the trail.

Sunday morning arrived way to soon, so we packed up and left around 9am, anticipating we’d get rained on along the
way. We also noted the frost on the grass! Randy commented that he hoped we would be out of the hills before the
rain hit, and that’s exactly what happened. We rolled through some light shower that didn’t last long, but sure dirtied
up our bikes.

| arrived in my driveway at about 4:30pm, and after unpacking, spent another 2 hours cleaning off the grime on the
wheels and chrome. A really nice trip, Randy, and with all that was offered at the Guest Ranch, it ended up being a
bargain after all. Thank you for the adventure.

-Kathy Avilla, LOH Officer
RECHOG.ORG | HOTLINE 707.575.6786



MEMBER SUBMISSION

| wanted to share my recent experience attending a very worthy event and ceremony. | saw a posting on the
RECHOG friends Facebook page about a run taking place on October 12th from the Sebastopol Cemetery to the
Sacramento Valley National Cemetery. The information was about the facilitated movement of the remains of

four local Veterans thru the Missing In America Project (MIAP) (http://www.miap.us/). Two RECHOG Vets and |
accompanied the American Legion Riders from Chapter 111 to Dixon where we met up with others from the Patriot
Guard Riders. The remains of the Vets were treated with dignity and respect from the procession of the flag draped
urns to the motorcycles in Sebastopol and then at the National Cemetery via another ceremoniously flag lined
exchange. The VA holds quarterly ceremonies honoring the Fallen Heroes who have no family left to take ownership
of them. (the next is January 11th, 2017 http://svnncsc.org)

The ceremony was held in an outside dedicated area and was attended by several members of the military in
uniform, a two person horse contingent, members of the community, and a class of local school children who took
turns each reading the 212 names. After each name, rank, branch, and war period were read a ring of the bell
followed. A final farewell was given by the American Legion Post 637, a rifle volley and playing of taps by a lone
bugler. At the conclusion, the flag was presented to an attending Military General who represented the absent
families along with an expression of gratitude and thanks.

Regardless of my own personal views about war and what | want done with my own remains, | thought this
honorable expression of respect was fitting and deserving to these Vets who had no one left willing to take this role.
All those involved appeared sincere and dedicated to providing a worthy final resting ceremony. | thought it was a
great opportunity for the school kids to begin to have an understanding of the military experience and appreciate
what others are doing to work towards our protection/freedom. | was personally very honored to have participated
in this experience along with two of our own Vets and encourage others to do so in the future.

-Anonymous

MissING IN AMERICA PROJECT

“It’s The Right Thing To Do!”

The purpose of the MIA Project is to locate, identify and inter the unclaimed cremated remains of American
veterans through the joint efforts of private, state and federal organizations. To provide honor and respect to
those who have served this country by securing a final resting place for these forgotten heroes. www.miap.us/

Our PROGRESS To DATE
TotaL FUNERAL HoMES VisiTED - 2,015
CREMAINS FounD - 13,998
VETERANS CREMAINS IDENTIFIED — 3,157

VETERANS INTERRED — 2,911
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s all about making & good first impression

Professional Headshots

Prospective customers or clients want to see
who they will be dealing with
before they commit.

Your image Is everything

$125 Professional Headshots
(RECHOG Members receive 25% off)

3 Fully Retouched Images

VGMPHOTOGRAPHY

VGMPHOTOGRAPHY@COMCAST.NET « SANTA ROSA CA 95409 « 707.975.3992

Rick WALLERSTEIN

DAN MARSHALL

HELEN MARSHALL
JOHN MENTZ
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ACTIVITIES LISTING

BY DONNA FESS

Current info as of Oct 30™. Please review website calendar at rechog.org & call the Ride Hotline for latest updates and additions 707.575.6786.

NOQVEMBER

RECHOG General

Chapter Meeting
General membership meeting held
the first Thursday of every month,
at Cattlemen’s in Petaluma. Eat
and socialize beginning at 6pm.
Meeting begins at 7pm. Please
sign-in for: Birthday for that month
drawing, next month birthdays that
go to Tales of the Woods, Guests,
and get your FREE Member ticket.

Friday Off Work Ride.

Meet at SCHD at 10:00,
depart 10:30. lan Refugio will lead
this ride.

The Barbary Coast

Chapter of Wind &
Fire MC will be hosting the 10t
Annual Johnny “V” Memorial Toy
Run benefiting the San Francisco
Firefighters Local 798 Toy Program.
Meet at SCHD at 9am, depart at
9:30. The donation for riders is $5
along with a new unwrapped toy.

Remembrance Ride.
Meet at SCHD 10:00,
depart 10:30am.

AFL B L.BEF M NI
WL LA Miwwy

Veterans Day Ride to
Yountville, details to
come.

Road Captain Breakfast

Meeting at Marvin’s
Restaurant in Cotati at 8:00am. All
road captains are encouraged to
attend and anyone who would like
to become a road captain.

So you think you can

ride? Sean Smagalski
will hold a skills training day for
EVERYONE interested. All skill
levels are welcome and will benefit
from this event. Meeting location
and time to be announced.

RECHOG Board of

Directors Meeting
6pm at Sonoma County Harley-
Davidson. Members are encouraged
to attend and observe the workings
of their club and participate in the
round table discussion. If you want
to learn about RECHOG and how
you can participate in our events,
rides and activities. this is a good
meeting to attend.

RKA Food Drive. Be at
Sonoma Raceway at 8:00
with either 5 cans of food or $10.00
to be able to ride around the track.

Berkeley Half Marathon,
details to be announced.
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WHEN YOU LOVE

WHAT YOU HAVE
YOU HAVE EVERYTHING
YOU NEED

Happy Thanksgiving!

Willits

Toy Run. Presented
by Willits Wild Bunch and Willits
Rotary and benefits the Willits
Rotary Christmas Program. Bring
one unwrapped toy to Evergreen
Shopping Center, 1700 S. Main
Street, Willits, CA to participate in
the pack ride that starts at 12:00,
escorted through town by the Little
Lake Valley FD. Party begins at
12:30 at Little Lake Grange. There
will be live music by Il BIG, raffle,
live auction, and FREE buffet lunch.
Meet at SCHD at 9:30 and depart
at 10:00 for a RECHOG group ride
to Willits.

24th Annual




NECEMBER

RECHOG General

Chapter Meeting
General membership meeting held
the first Thursday of every month,
at Cattlemen’s in Petaluma. Eat
and socialize beginning at 6pm.
Meeting begins at 7pm. Please
sign-in for: Birthday for that month
drawing, next month birthdays that
go to Tales of the Woods, Guests,
and get your FREE Member ticket.

Road Captains
Christmas Party, details
to come.

Cloverdale Toy Run.

Meet at Johnny’s Java
at 9:00, leave at 9:30am. Bring an
unwrapped toy.

November 2016
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Christmas Party at The

Flamingo Hotel, Santa
Rosa Tickets are available at the
dealership or by contacting Randy
Mack (707) 696-6272. Ticket price
is $30 (an $80 value) which includes
a free gift from the chapter, free
door prizes, music, dancing and
dinner. There will also be raffle
prizes, opportunity drawings and
a whole lot of fun. Come join the
party. If you would like to stay the
night at the Flamingo please contact
them at (707) 545-8530 or email
Shannon@flamingoresort.com

RECHOG Board of
Directors Meeting
6pm at Sonoma County Harley-
Davidson. Members are encouraged
to attend and observe the workings
of their club and participate in the
round table discussion. If you want
to learn about RECHOG and how
you can participate in
our events, rides
and activities.
this is a good
meeting to
attend.
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Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year!

JANUARY

RECHOG General

Chapter Meeting
General membership meeting held
the first Thursday of every month,
at Cattlemen’s in Petaluma. Eat
and socialize beginning at 6pm.
Meeting begins at 7pm. Please
sign-in for: Birthday for that month
drawing, next month birthdays that
go to Tales of the Woods, Guests,
and get your FREE Member ticket.

For more outside activities please pick
up a copy of Thunder Press at Sonoma
County Harley-Davidson.

If you have an idea on a place to go,

or an event that the group might like

to do, please send an e-mail to the
Activities Director at: activitiesdirector@
rechog.org

Ride and have fun,
Donna Fess, Activities Director, 2016

December 2016
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES BY JOHN MENTZ

Date: 10/6/16 Call to Order: 7:00 pm Pledge of Allegiance led by: Jack Read
Previous Meeting Minutes Motion to Accept: Steve Reed Second: Vince Mulligan

Director Randy Mack: Randy opened the floor to nominations for next year’s officers. Nominations were:

Director: Dave McComb Asst Director: lan Refugio

Treasurer: Linnea Carter Secretary: Jim Wheeler

Photographer: Steve Reed / Sergio Vial Historian: Marty Hlusak

LOH: Shelly Bokkin Membership: Rob Carter

Road Captain: Donna Fess Safety Officer: Jeff Baron / Vince Mulligan
Communications: Ron LaMariana Webmaster: Sergio Vial

Newsletter Editor: Cherie Wheeler Sergeant at Arms: Mare Skipper / Jack Read

Voting for new officers will take place at next month’s meeting.

The annual Christmas Party will be held at the Flamingo Hotel on 12/10. The tickets are here and available for purchase @ $30 each. There are

still some rooms available. There will be plentiful gifts and raffle prizes at this year’s party. The “demo” truck will be at Sonoma County Harley
Davidson on 10/14-15. Come on down at take a demo ride on the new models. Randy reiterated that the BAD Picnic is on 10/29 and we’ll meet at
Johnny Java at 7:30 and leave at 8:00 am. Another RECHOG picnic is being planned for 10/23 and will be held somewhere in Navato.

Asst Director Dave McCombs: Dave started off by mentioning that we still need at least 16 more volunteers for the Berkeley 1/2 Marathon on
November 20th. He welcomed returning guest Bill Faulkner. Birthdays for the month are Richard Decroff, Jean Riggs, Steve Kinerk, Susan Kirkpat-
rick and Ron Sarver. Winners of SCHD gift cards were Jean Riggs and Steve Kinerk

Membership , Lonnie Olaeta: Susan Kirkpatrick is now a member, pending receipt of her National HOGS number. White ticket drawing was won
by Jim Wheeler

Treasurer, Linnea Carter: Linnea gave an update on the club’s finances.

Lead Road Captain, Steve Pehargou: Steve mentioned the upcoming Summer Run Volunteer party at Randy’s house on 10/8, Sushi Ride on 10/9,
Iron Steed’s target ride on 10/15. For Iron Steed’s ride, meet at Johnny Java at 7:30 and depart promptly at 8:00 am. There will be a road captain
meeting on 10/16. Plans are being developed for a Monday Funday bowling day on 10/17. The annual Twisted Tunnel ride is coming up, watch
the hotline. The annual BAD Picnic for all HOG members will be held at Cache Creek Casino on 10/29. Meet at Johnny Java at 7:30 and depart
promptly at 8:00 am.

Ladies of Harley, Kathy Avila: Kathy reported that the ride to Greenhorn Creek was great. Fun horseback riding and an entertaining marijuana
cultivation bust at Happy Camp were the highlights of the trip.

Safety Officer Jeff Baron: Jeff had a 911 Memorial pin. He raffled it off and it took three tries before Paul Hlusak’s number was drawn.
Historian Doug Barnes: Doug related a story about a sure way to get added charges on a parking ticket.....for someone else!

Safety Officer, Jeff Baron: Jeff’s tip for safety this month is to be very aware of items in the back of trucks as you overtake and pass them. Falling
objects can be a great hazard to riders.

Open Mike: Mike Faria, SRPD will be on the lookout for motorcycle violations on Friday in a saturation patrol. Jeff Baron, knows a good airbrush
artist who will do lettering and art on motorcycles and helmets. Conci Mack, recommends that people watch the Harley-Davidson mini-series.
Steve Pehargou, mentioned the Fallen Warrior ride on 10/8.

Members only drawing: Al Abramson’s member number was drawn. He was not in attendance.
Next month the member drawing will be for $125 in gift certificates.

Opportunity Drawing: Marty Hlusak won the opportunity drawing.

Raffle Winners:

6765966 Randy Mack
6765786 Michael Johnson
6765723 Steve Reed
6765710 Dave McComb
6765961 Randy Mack
6765907 Robert Guilford

Piease eat
Hamburgers this
Thanksgiving =(

Meeting Adjourned: 7:53 pm
John E. Mentz, Secretary - Redwood Empire Chapter
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HISTORIAN BY DOUG BARNES

Wishing everyone a happy it e 2
thanksgiving. et |

And I'll leave you with this.... -

¥

Just think - if the Indians had given the Pilgrim fathers a donkey instead of a turkey we would all be having a
piece of ass this Thanksgiving!

Definition of ass

1: any of several hardy gregarious African or Asian perissodactyl mammals (genus Equus) smaller than the
horse and having long ears; especially : an African mammal (E. asinus) that is the ancestor of the donkey

CLASSIFIEDS

Rent A Slice of Heaven

2 bedroom, 2 bath condo that sits right on the beach at land’s end in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Special price for any HOG member or their friends or
family, $1000 a week. This price is not good for Thanksgiving, Christmas, or New Year’s and does not include nightly tax. It is currently listed in Vaca-

tion Rental By Owner now so people can go to www.vrbo.com and search for it by the listing #781514 for more information and pictures. If interested,
please call Donna Fess for more details: 707-479-0016.

—
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MOTORCYCLE RIDER TRAINING

LEARN TO RIDE - EARN YOUR LICENSE - IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS

WITH

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
MOTORCYCLE TRAINING
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Show You Care - Give A Gift Certificate

(707) 773.3188 WWW.MOTORCYCLESKILLS.COM
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707-528-2503 - larry@gw2printing.com
www.gw2printing.com
PRINT - COPY - PROMOTIONAL — BANNERS
— POSTERS - FULFILLMENT - MAILING

SEWING

BY
HASSE

(707) 528-6214
].intii_tl']-nsﬂﬂ@ alt.net

er, Esq.

Law Offices of Marianne F. Skipper
Family Law - Divorce, Support, Custody,
Settlements, Restraining Orders & more.

Confidentiality Assured
Offices throughout Northern California

Petaluma Marina Tel: (707) 658-4566
755 Baywood Drive, Suite 200 Fax: (707) 658-4416
Petaluma, CA 94954 « mare@lawyermare.net

- DISCOUNT FOR RECHOG MEMBERS! -

VGMPHOTOGRAPHY

412 Cambiaso Place, Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Telephone: 707-538-7420

Cell: 707-975-3992

FAX: 707-538-8849
E-mail:VGMPhotography@comcast.net

Randy Mack Realtor, CRS, RECHOG
707.696.6272 | Randy@Mack-Faulkner.com

Randy Mack
Artisan Sotheby’s
International Realty

Knowledgeable
Down to Earth
Practical and Professional
Residential, Estate, and Country Properties
Residential Income and Investment Properties

Servicing all of Sonoma County

Artisan | Sotheby's

INTERMATIOMNAL REALTY

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SUPPORTING ADVERTISERS

DISCLAIMER: Tales from the Woods is published by Redwood Empire Chapter HOG (RECHOG) 12 times per year. This Chapter makes no claims to the accuracy
of the material in the articles or opinions printed. Sonoma County Harley Davidson, the Director and the Editor have the final right to edit any materials or
articles submitted for publication in this newsletter. Any article, photo, or graphic image presented for publication becomes the property of RECHOG.
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Riding faster than everyone TALES FROM THE REDWOODS S

¢/o Sonoma County Harley-Davidson
7601 Redwood Drive

else only guarantees you'll R e
ride alone.

HOG

THANK YOU, SONOMA COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
for your continued support of RECHOG!




